The EU Ukraine Business Council 
brief news letter about activities in 4th quarter 2009
Brussels, 31 December 2009
Our achievements:

The provisions on VAT reimbursement would be a part of future EU Ukraine Association Agreement, which reflects the EUUBC proposal, including at the civil society meeting with DG Trade in November 2009.

The National Agrarian Chamber of Ukraine got an approval from the European Commission DG for Enlargement to have a Taiex workshop in Kyiv on developing civil society in rural and agricultural sectors of Ukraine.

The working group 2 of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum recommended to create permanent Business Forum and the EUUBC is named as organization which is to prepare concept paper and carry out online discussions.

The EUUBC Director Anna Zvolikevych is elected as a rapporteur for working group on economic integration and convergence with the EU policies of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum.
Main Events:
· 7th-9th October, Hasselt, Lommel, Brussels – organizing meetings for Mr.Nikolay Kolysnychenko, Deputy Head of Councils of Ministers of Crimea with Belgium and the EU businesses
· 16th October, Brussels – participating at the meeting of President of Ukraine, Viktor Yushchenko with representatives of Belgium businesses
· 16th-17th November, Brussels – taking part at the first Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum meeting
· 3rd-4th December, Donetsk – speaking at the Annual International Investment Summit of Donetsk Region
Planning events for 1st quarter 2010:
· late January, Brussels – supporting visit of Sevastopol City State Administration to Brussels
· January(February – working on preparation for participation at the call for tender East-Invest

· late February – organizing an internet conference on the EU-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement negotiations
· 1st March, Brussels ( organizing a Round Table, sponsored by DTEK, on Energy Efficiency aimed to raise awareness of Ukraine’s role in the EU’s energy policy
Activities:
· Support to the EUUBC members Milkiland N.V. and “Phiolent” to get access to the EU markets;
· Support Vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Ukraine to organize meeting with representatives of DG TAXUD and DG Trade on 10th October 2009 in Brussels;
· November–December ( meetings and communications to push forward the idea of Business Forum and providing direct support to businesses under the Eastern Partnership programme;

· 4th-5th November, Brussels ( taking part at the EU Ukraine Seminar with Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine, Mr.Nemyria, shadow Minster of Economics of Ukraine Ms.Iryna Akimpova and Deputy Director General of the DG Relex Mr.Mingarelli as main speakers;

· 12th November, Brussels ( participation at the DG Trade meeting with the EU civil society organizations on bilateral trade agreement, including negotiations on FTA with Ukraine;
· 23rd November ( addressing Vice-prime-minister of Ukraine and Deputy Director General of the DG Relex on the eve of the EU Ukraine Cooperation Committee meeting;

· 3rd December, Brussels ( participation at the DG Aidco information meeting on East-Invest grant;

· 9th December, Brussels ( meeting Director of DG Enterprise John Farnell to discuss about practical involvement of businesses into Eastern Partnership programme;

· 16th December, Brussels ( participation at the DG Relex meeting on assessing progress on bilateral action plans under the ENPI, including with Ukraine;

· 21st December, Brussels ( meeting with Eurochambres International Relations Director Mr. Dirk Vantyghem to discuss about Eastern Partnership and East-Invest grant;

· 22nd December, Brussels ( meeting  with representatives of DG Research to brainstorm on possible event in Brussels to promote Ukrainian scientific resources and their practical allocation in the EU
· 23rd December, Brussels ( meeting with official from the Relex Commission of the Committee of Regions of the EU to clarify possibilities to get support on organizing presentations of the regions of Ukraine in Brussels in 2010 (Crimea, Sevastopol, others)

Submissions:
Submission of the EU Ukraine Business Council answering the request on providing comments to the first meeting of the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum – sent to the European Commission on 2nd November 2009

"From Donetsk to Brussels" – presentation by James Wilson at the Annual International Investment Summit of Donetsk Region
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