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According to main priorities of the EUUBC activities for 2009 the following actions were taken and results were achieved.
1. Rule of Law in Ukraine
Discussions on the report on Rule of Law in Ukraine, done upon the EUUBC request, took place in Brussels on 31 March 2009. The EUUBC succeeded in involvement of best legal brains of Europe to help to develop transparent and independent judicial system in Ukraine: the Council of Europe took on board the opinion provided by the Lord Slynn European Law Foundation on the draft Law of Ukraine the office of the public prosecutor. Upon the EUUBC proposal line on importance of the Rule of Law for business development and investments was included at the multilateral level in the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum recommendations.
The report by Sir Brian Neill and Sir Henry Brooke from the Lord Slynn European Law Foundation “The Rule of Law in Ukraine” was published in English and Ukrainian, distributed in electronic copies and though the EUUBC WEB-site. The discussions on the Report and its recommendations with participation of the representatives of the European Commission, the Secretariat of the European Council, Mission of Ukraine to the EU, Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, legal companies, Brussels based Ukrainian journalists took place on 31 March 2009 in Brussels. As a result of the agreement reached by the EUUBC with the Council of Europe officials in June 2009 in Strasbourg, Sir Henry Brooke prepared the he opinion on the draft law of Ukraine on the office of the public prosecutor.
2. EU Ukraine negotiations on deep and comprehensive FTA.
The EUUBC provided advises and support to its members on taking advantages of provisions of future FTA (as part of the future Association Agreement)and minimizing short term costs for adaptation to the EU standards, practice and legislation.
The EUUBC Secretariat prepared and discussed with the chief negotiator from the EU side the paper on the EU Ukraine negotiations on deep and comprehensive FTA. The EUUBC was a co-organizer of the Europe Ukraine Forum Round Table in Brussels on Eastern Partnership and future EU-Ukraine Association Agreement where the issues related to the FTA were particularly discussed (took place on 24th June 2009). The EUUBC Secretariat actively participated at the DG Trade regular meetings with representatives of the civil society on bilateral trade agreements, including with Ukraine. The EUUBC has organized a meeting of Vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Ukraine with representatives of DG TAXUD and DG TRADE on 10th October 2009 in Brussels to discuss the provisions on rules of origin under the FTA. The EUUBC Director gave a speech at the Annual International Investment Summit of Donetsk Region on the EU-Ukraine FTA subject on 3rd December 2009.
3. VAT reimbursement.
On 15th December 2009 the EUUBC met with Director Ewa Synowiec, the EU chief negotiator on FTA with Ukraine who confirmed that the provisions on VAT reimbursement were included into the draft text of the Association Agreement, which reflects the EUUBC proposal, in particular at the civil society meeting with DG Trade in November 2009.

The importance of resolving VAT reimbursement issue was heavily underlined at most of the meetings which were organized by the EUUBC for its members and partners in the course of the year.
The issue was raised as well as at general meetings with the European Commission and the relevant authorities of Ukraine. The taxation issue was discussed at the meeting between the member of the Cabinet of the EU Commissioner for External Relations and Neighborhood policy and General Director of the Federation of Employers of Ukraine which was organized by the EUUBC on 25th February 2009 in Brussels. The EUUBC addressed the issue in its letter to Vice-Prime-Minister of Ukraine on the eve of the EU Ukraine Cooperation Committee meeting of 23rd November 2009.
The EUUBC will continue to closely follow these issues during 2010 alongside with priorities defined in the Council’s strategy for 2010.

Special attention will be paid to raising awareness of the Ukrainian businesses and economic operators on opportunities for business developments, challenges and benefits from future deep and comprehensive FTA between EU and Ukraine, developments in the EU legislation which might impact Ukraine, opportunities for regions and cities of Ukraine from the EU programs on regional and territorial development.

The EUUBC will continue to disseminate all relevant information to its members and partners taking the advantage of its close connections with the European Institutions and Brussels business community.

