EUUBC Strategy for 2010.
The Council proposes to concentrate on 5 central themes for its work in 2010, and to initiate projects and activities to support these main themes. In particular we invite our core members and industry supporters to align themselves with one or other of these themes so that we may credit your support by naming you as the main sponsor of the events or activities planned under this heading, in return for your continued support. The themes we propose for 2010 are:

1. Giving a Voice to Ukrainian Business in Brussels: “opening the door for trade and investment”
2. Energy Policy: “EU-UA integration and convergence a win-win result”
3. Promoting Ukrainian Regions and Cities: “helping local authorities achieve tangible benefits”
4. The Eastern Partnership:  “expanding business opportunities”
5. Association Agreement and Free Trade: time for business to act
The activities and sponsorship activities that we currently plan under these broad headings are as follows. These plans will be reviewed quarterly, and the programme of activities rolled forward every three months:-

1. Giving a Voice to Ukrainian Business in Brussels: “opening the door for trade and investment”
Project:- Strengthen position of Ukrainian business in Brussels and the EU; promote Ukraine’s investment and trade opportunities; helping with market access for Ukrainian goods, services, capital, labour force to the EU. .
(This item is still open to corporate sponsorship)

i) Brain Storming session in late February with participation of most influential business organizations, including SMEs and companies of Ukraine and the EU to make a stock of bilateral EU Ukraine relations and suggest actions to be undertaken to make a fresh start after the President elections in Ukraine
ii)
High level conference on Ukraine to be held in Brussels in late April/early May to be led by the President or Prime Minister of Ukraine to introduce the key members of the new administration, to outline the priorities for the government in its relations with the EU and the opportunities for investment and trade for international business.

2. Energy Policy: “EU-UA integration and convergence a win-win result”
Project:- To raise awareness of Ukraine’s role in the EU’s energy policy
i)
A series of 4 Round Table meetings sponsored by our core member DTEK will be held in Brussels on the following dates and with the following themes:-
1 March

Energy Efficiency

3 June

The New Energy Action Plan

6 October

Ukraine’s integration in EU Energy Policy 

7 December

Energy Security

The round table meetings will be held in Scotland House (Rond-Point Schuman) as first choice of venue, aiming for an audience of maximum 100; the intention is to have 3 speakers, moderated by the editor of a leading Brussels based publication, and to work together with a Brussels publication as media partner to ensure that there is editorial coverage of the contents of the debates.
ii)  A conference will be organised in Kyiv towards late March on the opportunities in Ukraine for Alternative Energy, including EU budget support to Ukraine, together with the relevant Ukrainian authorities, NGOs and with sponsorship from FIPRA International. 
3. Promoting Ukrainian Regions and Cities: “helping local authorities achieve tangible benefits”

Project:- To assist Ukrainian cities and oblasts to take advantage of the opportunities for regional development provided by the EU, and to assist them to develop their regional networks and links.
(This item is still open to corporate sponsorship)

i)
It is planned to organise 2- 3 profiling events in Brussels for individual cities or oblasts in order to raise awareness of the opportunities available for investment and to help develop partnerships. 
ii)
To support Odessa in participation at the Danube Conference to be held in Brussels on 4-5 October with the Representation of Baden-Wurttemberg, and in the subsequent follow-up to achieve approval of a Danube Strategy by the EU with an EU budget line for the development of infrastructural projects across the whole of the Danube Region (including Odessa).
4. The Eastern Partnership: “expanding business opportunities”
Project:- To develop an effective business platform to assist Ukrainian Chambers of Commerce and Employers’ Organisations to benefit from the Eastern Partnership Programme to organise business support programmes for their membership.
(This item is still open to corporate sponsorship)

It is planned to develop proposals for business support programmes for the Chambers of Commerce of Ukraine and the leading employers organisations of Ukraine, to help them to develop their capacity for compliance with the EU acquis communautaire and to assist Ukrainian companies to improve market access for their products and develop their international expansion strategies. This work will be undertaken primarily through the Civil Society Forum, for which the Council holds the rapporteurship for Working Group 2 (Economic Integration and convergence with the EU’s policies).
5. The EU-UA Free Trade Agreement: “Time for business to act!” 
Project:- To raise awareness of the challenges and opportunities for business presented by the free trade agreement negotiations between the EU and Ukraine, and to involve Ukrainian business more effectively in contributing to the negotiating process.

(This item is still open to corporate sponsorship)

i)
The Council will co-operate with the Polish Institute of Eastern Studies to develop platforms at three events scheduled for 2010, in order to enable business to contribute ideas directly to the FTA negotiating process, namely the Spring meeting of the Europa-Ukraine Forum (to be held in Kyiv) the Summer meeting of the Europa-Ukraine Forum (to be held in Brussels) and the Krynica Economic Forum to be held in September.
ii)
Working with all employers organisations the Council will produce and deliver position papers to the European Commission and to the Government of Ukraine, and organise individual workshops and seminars in order to provide a business lobby platform and ensure a healthy exchange of views and opinions between business and government on Ukrainian business priorities in the negotiations.
iii)
Working with Brussels Matters Limited, the Council will organise an internet conference on the EU-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement negotiations in late February designed to inform and advise legal practitioners and consultants in the EU and in Ukraine on the key elements of the Agreement, in order to improve professional understanding and information about the Agreement.
