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EU(Ukraine negotiations on the DCFTA:
what is at stake for the business and industry?
7th July 2010, Brussels
The negotiations on the EU(Ukraine DCFTA were officially opened in February 2008, but the preparatory discussions were started even earlier in 2006. In two studies financed by the European Commission and published in 2005 and in 2007 respectively similar conclusions on the economic value of the DCFTA both for the EU and Ukraine were made. The Ukrainian side has declared repeatedly at the highest political level its ambition to complete the DCFTA negotiations with the EU.

EU business organizations have regular discussions with the European Commission; the Ukrainian business organizations are invited for the discussions by the Ukrainian authorities; a joint address from BusinessEurope (confederation of employers’ organizations of the EU) and the Confederation of employers of Ukraine on the DCFTA was released in 2008.

However there is also a common understanding that the business organizations in Ukraine do not consider themselves fully involved in the discussions and do not consider that their views are fully reflected in the negotiating position of the Ukrainian side. There is an interest from the EU side to understand better the position of the Ukrainian business community to clarify their strategic interests.

We believe that to make the negotiating round in July a decisive tipping point to achieve more productive meetings it is crucial to involve business into the discussions. This Round Table seeks to provide a side meeting with business organizations and representatives with the Ukrainian negotiating team; this would be a first experience of its kind in the negotiations between Ukraine and the EU.
The EUUBC sees its role as a catalyst of the healthy negotiating process which will bring mutually beneficial outcomes to both the Ukrainian economy and to the EU. We do not support the negotiations for the sake of the process itself, but as a means to an end to achieve the practical results which they shall bring to reform the economy, foster trade, attract investments into Ukraine and ensure the free movement of services, capital and simplified procedures for the movement of people.

The EUUBC Round Table is to take place on 7th July which is in the middle of the 12th negotiating round with participation of the Ukrainian and the EU industry representatives, the authorities and institutions of both sides and representatives of the EU think tanks, civil society organizations and diplomatic corps in Brussels.

The Round Table is organized with support of the Mission of Ukraine to the EU. The “TNK-BP Ukraine” is the lead sponsor for the DCFTA theme at the EUUBC activities for 2010. This Round Table is also cosponsored by SCM.
AGENDA
EU(Ukraine negotiations on the DCFTA:
what is at stake for the business and industry?
7 July 2010, Brussels

Venue: Scotland House, Rond-Point Schuman 6, B-1040 Brussels, Belgium
Timing: from 15.00 till 17.00
Working language: English, Russian (with simultaneous interpretation)
The discussions are to be conducted under the Chatham House rules
Discussions to be moderated by Anna Zvolikevych, the EU Ukraine Business Council Director.
1. Brief update on the situation by the leaders of the EU and Ukraine negotiating teams:
· Mr. Valeriy Piatnytsky, Deputy Minister of Economy of Ukraine
· Mr. Philippe Cuisson, Deputy Head of Unit, DG Trade

2. Positions of Business and Industry on the opportunities and challenges from the DCFTA
· Horizontal and industrial overview by representatives of the business organizations 
· Adrian Van den Hoven, Director for International Relations, BusinessEurope;

· Sergiy Prytomanov, Member of the Joint Representative Body of the Employers organizations of Ukraine, Executive Director, Ukrainian Federation of Metallurgist;

· Dirk Vantyghem, Director for International Relations, Eurochambres;
· Valentina Sourjikova LL.M., Representative of the UCCI in Germany, Member of the Board of the Ukrainian Chamber of commerce and Industry;
· Comments from businesses:

· Jock Mendoza-Wilson, Director of International and Investor Relations, System Capital Management
3. The Role of the European Parliament, Michal Czaplicki, Desk Officer for Belarus, Russia and Ukraine, Eastern Partnership/Russia Unit, European Parliament
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